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World Forum: Beginning

▪ Launched in 
1998

▪ Inaugurated 
in May 1999 
@ Honolulu, 
USA with 525 
delegates



This is 
where the 
rubber hits 
the road” 

— Barnabas Otaala

“



Our Mission

To promote on-going 
global exchange of ideas 
on delivery of quality 
services for young 
children in diverse 
settings



World Forum: Progressing

▪ wf: Recognized for connection, 
sharing, stimulation, learning, 
building enduring relationships 
from its inception

▪ 1999-2005: Annual event

▪ 2005 to date: 2-3 yearly 
event

▪ 2001-2014: wf National Reps 
increased from 66 to 115 

▪ Built alliances with 11 
international and regional NGOs





World Forum: Expanding

▪ 2017: Bonnie’s 
Global Café was 
launched as our 
online meeting 
place for 
thousands of ECD 
professionals 



World Forum Benefits to 
Early Childhood 
Development



▪ Transforming 
ECD delegates 
into a global 

force  



▪ Learning 
platform for 

incorporating 
human diversity 

into ECD 
programmes 



▪ Go-to-place for 
solutions to 

diverse children’s  
problems/ 
challenges 

globally



▪ Professional 
development 
opportunity



▪ Opportunity 
for sponsors to 

promote WF 
key childhood 

values



▪ Building & 
nurturing 

relationships 
that strengthen 

global 
collaboration



▪ Sharing of 
wisdom & 

experience among 
elders to pass on 
knowledge, skills, 

& values for 
lasting global 

impact



Thank 
You!
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